
Livewell Primer Instructions and Troubleshooting

INSTALLATION
Thread the primer tight by hand onto the output of the pump inside your livewell. You should 
be able to sqeeze  it vigorously 6 or 7 times and get your livewell pumping in seconds. 

TROUBLESHOOTING
1 – If the pump is pumping water, leave it pumping and unscrew the primer bulb and inspect 
the water flow.  If it is not clear, but is instead cloudy, you have air getting into the pump. This 
is likely your problem. See below. 

2 – The livewell pump shaft was cut by Hobie to order so that it fits this application.  There is 
an o-ring that seals the bottom pickup where it meets the pump shaft (see diagram) .  Often 
this o-ring is bad or when Hobie cut the pump shaft they accidentally cut it at a slight angle 
and the o-ring then fails to seal.  Wrapping teflon tape around the TUBE that pushes into the 
bottom of the pump will fix this or you have to carefully file the shaft flush so the o-ring seals. 

Please write a review on one of the kayak websites or social media.  You can point to our YouTube 
video after searching “Hobie Livewell Primer” or find us on Ebay with same search.
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